14:6            CONSIDERATIONS ON THE

The Cootwal was the peace-officer of the
night.

There were thus three courts for the de-
cision of civil suits; but these courdfwSre
very irregular, and interfered not only with
each other, but with the criminal courts. The
court of the nazim was merely nominal.
The most regular and best conducted^was
said to be the court of the Cazee and Moot
tees. If they were not unanimous in their
opinion, the cause was referred to a general
assembly. This had its uses in preventing
hasty or corrupt decisions, acting as a check
upon the members of the court* But many
obstacles were thrown in the way to prevent
the frequency of these appeals.

The great defect complained of under this
systeuf for the administration of justice, (a
defect which, I am sorry to say, remains to
this hour), was the want of. subordinate ju-
risdictions, and a wider and more easy ad-
ministration